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ANNUAL UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO DINNER 

The University of Chicago Dinner which occurs annually dur- 
ing the week of the meeting of the Department of Superintendence 
will be held at the Hotel Traymore, Atlantic City, Monday evening, 
February 28. Alumni, former students, and friends of the Univer- 
sity are most cordially invited. The President of the University 
expects to attend. An interesting program which is being arranged 
will be announced later. 

ALUMNI ACTIVITIES 

During the past year the Alumni Clubs Committee of the Alumni 
Council of the University carried on an active campaign for the 
establishment of University of Chicago Clubs in various parts of 
the country. As a result, a very large number of clubs were 
organized which arranged interesting and successful meetings at 
frequent intervals. From reports received so far there is every 
indication of considerable club activity this autumn. 

Members of the Faculty of the School of Education have had 
frequent opportunity during the last six weeks to meet groups of 
alumni and former students. On November 16, Miss Alice Temple, 
Chairman of the Kindergarten-Primary Department, addressed 
the Northern Indiana State Teachers' Association at South Bend, 
Indiana. Following the meeting, a University of Chicago luncheon 
was held at the Hotel Oliver which was attended by a representa- 
tive group of alumni and former students. 

Miss Mabel B. Trilling recently attended the Iowa State 
Teachers' Association where she spoke on the subject of home 
economics education. While at Des Moines Miss Trilling was 
guest of honor at a tea given by a group of Chicago alumnae. 

On November 26 and 27 Dr. Charles H. Judd attended the 
Virginia State Teachers' Association. A dinner was arranged by 
Chicago alumni of Virginia at the Westmoreland Club, Richmond, 

255 



256 THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL JOURNAL 

at which Dr. Judd discussed recent developments at the University 
and significant educational problems of the present day. 

SCIENCE INSTRUCTION IN THE FIRST SIX ELEMENTARY GRADES 

It has been recognized for some time that elementary science 
work in the grades has not accomplished all that has been expected. 
As a first step in a detailed investigation of the science problem in 
the grades Clem O. Thompson, A.M., recently made a study of the 
science curricula in the first six grades at the present time. 

The sources of information were thirty-two state courses of 
study, thirty courses of study from cities with a population of 
11,000 to 100,000, nineteen courses of study from cities with a 
population of more than 100,000, and five outlines in science by 
specialists in the field. All elementary-school subjects were exam- 
ined to determine any science materials that are used in instruction. 

The 252 topics which were found, classified themselves readily 
into six different groups, namely, animal, plant, physiology- 
hygiene, geography, physics, and chemistry. The percentage of 
topics relating to each of the six groups were, respectively, 15.5, 
13.9, 18.7, 19. 8, 23.4, and 8.7. It was found that the textbooks 
which are in use determine to a large extent the kinds of materials 
which are emphasized. Many courses of study in current use 
merely make page reference by months to available texts. 

Each of the six groups in which the topics were classified was 
studied in detail. The following conclusions in regard to topics 
relating to animals illustrate the general character of each study: 
(a) The economic importance of animals is emphasized to a con- 
siderable extent, but not as much as it might be in some types of 
school systems, (b) Geographical location of states and cities 
determines the specimens chosen, which shows that teachers realize 
to some extent the value of materials that are at hand, (c) Animal 
materials are chosen to a considerable degree with the dominant 
industries of the states or cities as a basis of selection. This con- 
sideration should have received more emphasis in many courses. 
(d) The choice of materials and the emphasis given to materials 
in the various grades reveal the fact that they are adapted very 
well to children's interests as indicated in recent investigations of 
that problem. 



